
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROLBOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 91-042

WATER REUSE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

MUNICIPAL WASTEWATER TREATMENT
PRODUCERS IN REGION 2 (ATfACHMENT A)

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, (hereinafter
called the Board) finds that:

1. On May 17,1989 the Regional Board adopted water reuse requirements which turned
the primary responsibility of administering selected water reuse projects to the publicly
owned treatment plants. This 'blanket' set of requirements require each facility to
operate according to very specific criteria and guidelines under a program approved by
the Executive Officer.

2. Most of the municipal wastewater treatment plants in the Region, hereinafter referred
to as the Producers, produce treated municipal wastewater of sufficient quality to allow its
reuse for certain applications as prescribed in this Order. Attachment A, which is hereby
made part of this Order, specifies the Producers subject to this Order.

3. Treated wastewater is made available from treatment plants providing at least
secondary treatment to Users under written agreements with the participating
Producers. The reclaimed water meets the quality criteria established by California
Department of Health Services and this Order. Additional treatment by the User may be
necessary to meet the intended use. The Producer (or in some cases a major Distributor)
is responsible for monitoring water reuse.

4. Reclaimed water will be picked up by tank truck and sprayed or flooded on the use area.
In some limited cases water may be applied through a fixed irrigation system that is an
expansion of an existing project under active water Reuse requirements.

Restricted Reuse

Uses may include roadway landscaping, selective golf courses irrigation, dust control, soil
compaction, street cleaning, etc., where public exposure is restricted or very limited.

Unrestricted Reuse

Uses may include residential landscaping, parks, industrial parks, sod nurseries, and other
areas where there may be greater public access or exposure.

S. California Water Code Section 13S12 declares it is the intention of the Legislature that
the State undertake all possible steps to encourage development of water reuse
facilities so that reclaimed water may be made available to help meet the growing water
demands of the State.

6. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay Basin
(Basin Plan) on December 17, 1986. The water quality goals to be used in regulating
water quality factors as set forth in the Basin Plan include maximum feasible reuse of
municipal, industrial, and agricultural wastewaters.

7. The Basin Plan sets specific objectives for salts in surface waters and groundwaters in the
Alameda Creek watershed above Niles, due to concerns about salt buildup in the closed
groundwater basin and domestic use of groundwaters at Niles Cone. Water reuse projects
in areas overlying the central groundwater basin or adjacent fringe subbasins may
increase salt concentrations in this area of concern.
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